Year 3 – Rocks – Rock Detectives
What it looked like last year as part of Everyday Materials
 Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday
materials – inc rocks.

What it looks like next year (Year 6 – Evolution and Inheritance)
 Recognise that living things have changed over time and that
fossils provide information about living things that inhabited the
Earth millions of years ago.

Vocabulary (definitions)
Sequence of Learning
absorption – how water is fed through the roots of a plant.
1. Identify and sort a variety of rocks based on their properties.
2. How rocks used in the local environment?
permeable – allows liquid or gases to pass through.
3. Test the hardness of a variety of rocks and compare them.
non-permeable – does not allow liquid to pass through.
4. Test whether a variety of rocks absorb water or not.
sediment - any particulate matter that can be transported by fluid
5. Observe how rocks have changed over time.
flow.
6. Explore a variety of soils.
sedimentary - rocks are made when sand, mud and pebbles get
7. Test soils to discover whether they let water through.
laid down in layers.
8. Explore fossils – where they can be found and how they are
erosion - a process where natural forces like water, wind, ice, and
formed
gravity transport rocks and soil.
rock
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stone
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pebble
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Cultural Capital
 To be able to compare and group together different kinds of rocks on the basis of their appearance and simple physical properties.
 To be able to describe in simple terms, how fossils are formed when things that have lived are trapped within rock.
 To be able to recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic matter.
 The real life knowledge that links is: grouping and classifying, observing change over time and carrying out comparative and fair tests.
 The jobs it can be used in are: Geologist, Archaeologist, Earth Scientist, Historian, Builder, Palaeontologist.
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Principles of Teaching Science.
Exploring – when we look at how things work in the world
Questioning – when we question what will happen
Understanding – when we use scientific language to explain
Investigating – when we can explore and are hands on
Predicting – when we use our previous knowledge to say what we think will happen.

